
 

 
 
 
 
 

Royalston Game Management Policy 
 
With regards to privately owned farms regardless of the size, animals 
need population management.  This is done because these areas are 
fenced in which prohibits the migration of game which used to occur 
naturally due to seasonal migration or when the area become 
overutilized, the game would move off to find better pastures. During 
periods of migration, the area where the animals inhabited would 
have a chance to rest from the grazing and movement of the animals 
and thus allow for the flora to recover, offering more grazing and 
browse for the future.    
 
If animals within a confined area are not managed, this leads to 
numerous problems and the land becomes unsustainable.  The flora 
will be overgrazed and browsed which leads to starvation in animals  
and loss of natural habit.  In overgrazed and browsed areas, the flora 
disappears, no longer providing ground cover and this leads to soil 
erosion and loss of fertile topsoil which minimizes flora recovery. 
Like all areas that are fenced and have a certificate of adequate 
enclosure, the game populations on Royalston have to be monitored 
and managed carefully before they reach the critical carrying 
capacity of the bush and grasslands.   
 
Population management is very intricate, as species have different 
family dynamics, behaviour, physiology, birth and mortality which 
are all important aspects of population calculation and control.  You 
have to manage the individual species not only the numbers but also 
the gender ratio of males to females.  If a person allows too many 
males on a property, the competition will be fierce and this will lead 
to stress, injuries, loss of condition due the energy expended during 
fighting and also death.  On the other hand, too few males will lead to 
a shortfall in breeding and a smaller gene pool. 
 
At  Royalston, our population control is to capture and relocate all 
surplus game to other game farms on a yearly basis. Chemical 
capture is done, which entails individual animals being darted with  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
an immobilizer, moved to transport vehicles and given a reversal 
drug to recover.   
Mass capture is done using a ground team with nets and capture sails 
forming a funnel which leads to a loading area and a truck for 
transportation.  A helicopter is used to drive the game into the 
capture funnel.  This is also a complex matter, as species react 
differently to the helicopter, some becoming stressed and some not 
reacting at all.  Also, the behaviour of each species needs to be take 
into consideration. During the capture process, we try to keep the 
stress on the game to a minimum.  Although mass capture is not 
always possible or viable, especially in the case of mature males 
which cannot always be caught using this method, the reason being: 

 Within the breeding group, there are invariably one or two 
males with the females and certain species also have mature 
males that are solitary.  To individually catch the males 
identified for removal would result in more stress on the rest 
of the game within the area and within the herd itself. 

 The chemical capture is prohibitively expensive. 
 
Royalston’s policy preference is to capture and translocate, as this is 
often the most financially beneficial option and will of course ensure 
the longevity of the animal but in certain instances game will need to 
be harvested as this will be the  least disruptive and most economic 
way of removing them as a last resort.   
 
Large predators which would have contributed towards population 
control and genetic health and migration routes are no longer 
available to us and have made management essential. We need to 
understand and accept the steps that are necessary in order to have a 
sustainable reserve with a healthy flora and fauna balance for both 
homeowners and wildlife to enjoy. 
 
Guarantee of Wildlife on Royalston Estate and Private Wildlife 
Reserve 
 
The Royalston Wildlife Reserve will pledge to keep at minimum, 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 a nucleus breeding herd of each species that currently resides on the 
Reserve. We endeavour to keep a healthy ratio of 30% males and 
70% females to ensure a viable breeding herd but we cannot give 
exact numbers of these because each species has a different breeding 
herd dynamic. A zebra stallion may have 6 mares and 2 juvenile 
males to his herd that he actively protects but a bushbuck male is 
solitary and will only meet ewes that traverse his range and will 
cover her when in season, but she will not stay with the ram and be 
actively protected by him. Each species has its own family dynamics 
and it is not an exact science.  
No species will be removed by the Reserve owner in it’s entirely 
unless specified by the regulations of the governing body of the 
Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism.  Nature 
Conservation is in control of the movement and species of each farm 
/ reserve in South Africa.  Before we move animals into or out of an 
area, a permit for capture and relocation is applied for. Nature 
Conservation have final say in if an area can remove or add animals / 
species to an area.  They can also stipulate a species / number of 
animals be removed due to cross breeding/protection of endemic 
species/prevent or control degradation of an area.  Endemic means 
animals that would have naturally occurred in that specific area.  For 
instance, bushbuck are endemic to Royalston, Nayala, although 
indigenous to South Africa, are not endemic to this specific area. 
The removal of the species in its entirety does not however cover 
losses due to na ural causes. We have in the past lost a small herd of 
animals that were delivered to our area because they are susceptible 
to tick borne diseases that are prevalent to our coast.  This will 
happen most especially if the animals are from inland areas.  We have 
also lost a considerable number of mountain reedbuck due to 
predation by caracal.  We cannot ensure the safety of the remaining 
herd from further predation.  This is natural and we strive to protect 
our smaller predators, as they are also an important part of the 
ecosystem. 
Surplus animals will be removed to protect the sustainability of the 
Reserve as per the management plan explained above. 
 
 


